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CARTONERA COLLECTIVE 
NACIÓ EN ARIZONA EN LA PRIMAVERA DEL 2018.
SE REALIZARON CONVOCATORIAS ABIERTAS
EN TRES CIUDADES DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

PHOENIX, NUEVA YORK Y SANTA CRUZ
PARA FORMAR COMUNIDADES DE CREADORES DE LIBROS. 
LOS ESPACIOS QUE ACOGIERON LOS TALLERES FUERON

LA LIBRERÍA BILINGUE PALABRAS, 
UGLY DUCKLING PRESSE Y
EL KRESGE’S WRITING CENTER DE LA UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA SANTA CRUZ. LXS PRIMERXS FACILITADORES 
DE LOS TALLERES DE CC FUERON RYAN GREENE, RAQUEL 
DENIS, GIANCARBOARD H, CHARLOTTE WHITTLE Y JOSE 
ANTONIO VILLARÁN. LUEGO LA COMUNIDAD CRECIÓ. 
TODO ESTO PUDO REALIZARSE GRACIAS A LOS FONDOS 
DEL NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LATINO ARTS AND 
CULTURES (2018) Y DE LA ARIZONA COMMISSION 
ON THE ARTS (2019). 

CARTONERA COLLECTIVE 
WAS BORN IN ARIZONA IN THE SPRING OF 2018. 

OPEN CALLS WERE MADE IN THREE 
CITIES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 

PHOENIX, NEW YORK, AND SANTA CRUZ 
TO FORM COMMUNITIES OF BOOKMAKERS. 

THE SPACES THAT HOSTED THE WORKSHOPS WERE 

PALABRAS BILINGUAL BOOKSTORE,
UGLY DUCKLING PRESSE, AND 

THE KRESGE WRITING CENTER AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF CALIFORNIA SANTA CRUZ. THE FIRST WORKSHOP 

FACILITATORS OF THE CARTONERA COLLECTIVE WERE 
RYAN GREENE, RAQUEL DENIS, GIANCARDBOARD H, 

CHARLOTTE WHITTLE, AND JOSE ANTONIO VILLARÁN. 
THEN THE COMMUNITY GREW. ALL OF THIS WAS MADE 

POSSIBLE WITH FUNDING FROM THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF LATINO ARTS AND CULTURES (2018) AND 

THE ARIZONA COMMISSION ON THE ARTS (2019). H
ai
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 p
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 p
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e t
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a d
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 m
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 d
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s p
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 C
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e c
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ra
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e d
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ad
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 d
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 d
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e d
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 d
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r b
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ra
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, b
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r d
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 d
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s r
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l t
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s d
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a d
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l c
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e c
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 d
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 d
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s d
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 m

ás
 re

ci
en

te
 p
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n 
Ca

rt
on

er
a C

ol
le

ct
iv

e m
e h

a h
ec

ho
 

se
nt

ir 
en

 u
n 

rit
ua

l c
re

at
iv

o,
 en

 co
m

un
id

ad
 (f

am
ili

a)
, y

 re
co

ne
xi

ón
 

co
n 

m
i i

di
om

a y
 la

 h
er

en
ci

a/
el

 le
ga

do
 li

te
ra

rio
 la

tin
x.

—
Ra

qu
el

 D
en

is
, m

ie
m

br
o 

de
 C

C

22In
 s
ha
re
d 
sp
ac
e,
 i
n 
sp
ac
e 
ar
ou
nd
 c
ar
db
oa
rd
 

an
d 
wi
th
in
 c
ar
db
oa
rd
, 
th
e 
mo
ve
me
nt
 o
f 
ha
nd
s,
 

ci
rc
um
fe
re
nc
e 
th
at
 a
dv
an
ce
s,
 c
ir
cu
mf
er
en
ce
 

th
at
 j
oi
ns
 a
 s
pi
ra
l 
to
 t
ur
n 
wi
th
 t
he
 d
an
ce
r’
s 

wh
ol
e 
bo
dy
. 
Ca
rt
on
eo
 i
s 
re
co
ll
ec
ti
on
 a
nd
 

mo
ve
me
nt
, 
so
un
ds
 l
ik
e 
ea
st
er
n 
cu
mb
ia
, 
bu
t 
in
 

th
e 
fo
rm
 t
ha
t 
al
te
rs
 t
he
 c
ut
 t
o 
jo
in
 w
it
hi
n 

th
e 
fo
ld
ed
 b
od
y.
 I
t’
s 
al
l 
a 
mu
si
ca
l,
 t
ha
nk
s 
to
 

th
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th
e 

tr
op
ic
al
 s
ym
ph
on
y.
 T
he
 c
ar
db
oa
rd
 i
s 
th
e 

ex
te
ns
io
n 
of
 t
he
 d
an
ce
, 
it
 s
wa
ys
 f
ro
m 
ab
ov
e 

th
e 
da
nc
er
’s
 b
od
y,
 p
as
t 
th
e 
th
or
ax
 d
ow
n 
to
 t
he
 

lo
we
r 
ba
ck
, 
tu
rn
s 
ar
ou
nd
 a
nd
 r
et
ur
ns
, 
tr
ap
s 

th
e 
sp
ar
k.

**
*

Th
e 
ve
nt
il
at
io
n 
is
 t
o 
ac
ti
va
te
 t
he
 r
ec
yc
li
ng
, 

so
 t
ha
t 
th
e 
ca
rd
bo
ar
d 
sh
ed
s 
it
s 
st
at
e 
of
 

wa
st
e.
 T
he
y 
da
nc
e 
wi
th
 t
he
 c
ar
db
oa
rd
 t
o 

pr
ep
ar
e 
it
 f
or
 t
he
 p
er
cu
ss
io
n.
 T
he
 l
an
ds
ca
pe
 

pr
in
t-
ou
t 
wa
it
s 
to
 g
iv
e 
it
 a
 h
in
ge
. 
Br
ea
th
e 

in
 i
ts
 a
ir
 o
f 
ri
tu
al
 d
an
ce
 t
o 
am
pl
if
y 
th
e 

ta
ct
il
e 
em
ot
io
n.
 T
he
 s
pa
rk
 a
pp
ea
rs
 t
ha
nk
s 
to
 

ad
va
nc
es
, 
cr
os
se
s 
to
 j
oi
n 
th
e 
bo
dy
, 
kn
ow
s 
it
s 

kn
ot
s 
by
 t
he
 a
bi
li
ty
 o
f 
th
e 
da
nz
in
g 
ca
rt
on
er
x.
 

Kn
ow
s 
it
s 
po
li
ti
cs
 b
y 
it
s 
tr
an
sf
or
ma
ti
on
, 
by
 

th
e 
cu
rv
es
 l
ef
t 
in
 t
he
 a
ir
. 
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En
 e
sp
ac
io
 c
om
pa
rt
id
o,
 e
n 
es
pa
ci
o 
al
re
de
do
r 

de
l 
ca
rt
ón
 y
 e
nt
re
 e
l 
ca
rt
ón
, 
el
 m
ov
im
ie
nt
o 

de
 l
a 
ma
no
, 
ci
rc
un
fe
re
nc
ia
 q
ue
 s
e 
ad
el
an
ta
, 

ci
rc
un
fe
re
nc
ia
 q
ue
 s
um
a 
un
 e
sp
ir
al
 a
l 
vo
lt
ea
r 

co
n 
to
do
 e
l 
cu
er
po
 d
el
 d
an
za
nt
e.
 E
l 
ca
rt
on
eo
 

es
 r
ec
ol
ec
ci
ón
 y
 m
ov
im
ie
nt
o,
 s
ue
na
 c
om
o 
cu
mb
ia
 

or
ie
nt
al
, 
pe
ro
 d
e 
la
 f
or
ma
 e
n 
qu
e 
se
 a
lt
er
a 
el
 

co
rt
e 
pa
ra
 u
ni
rs
e 
a 
un
 c
ue
rp
o 
do
bl
ad
o.
 T
od
o 
es
 

un
 m
us
ic
al
, 
po
r 
la
 p
si
co
de
li
a 
de
 l
a 
de
sc
ar
ga
 

y 
po
rq
ue
 e
l 
co
le
ct
iv
o 
se
 c
om
pl
em
en
ta
 c
om
o 
en
 

un
 c
on
ci
er
to
. 
Su
en
a 
el
 e
sp
ac
io
 a
 t
ra
vé
s 
de
 l
as
 

vo
ce
s,
 s
us
 r
is
as
 y
 s
us
 m
an
os
. 
  
  

**
*

Es
 l
a 
co
mu
ni
ón
 d
el
 d
ob
le
z 
lo
 q
ue
 v
en
ti
la
 l
a 

di
ná
mi
ca
. 
Se
 r
ec
ib
e 
el
 r
it
mo
 e
n 
el
 t
al
le
r 

mi
en
tr
as
 s
e 
me
ne
a 
el
 h
ue
so
-p
ar
a-
do
bl
ar
-p
ap
el
 

co
mo
 s
i 
se
 d
ir
ig
ie
ra
n 
no
ta
s 
de
 l
a 
si
nf
ón
ic
a 

tr
op
ic
al
. 
El
 c
ar
tó
n 
es
 l
a 
ex
te
ns
ió
n 
de
l 
pa
so
 

de
 b
ai
le
, 
se
 m
en
ea
 d
es
de
 a
rr
ib
a 
ha
ci
a 
el
 

ca
mb
io
 d
e 
te
mp
er
at
ur
a.
 S
ob
re
vu
el
a 
el
 c
ue
rp
o 

de
 s
u 
da
nz
an
te
, 
po
r 
el
 t
ór
ax
 h
as
ta
 l
a 
ba
ja
 

es
pa
ld
a,
 s
e 
da
 v
ue
lt
a 
y 
re
gr
es
a,
 a
tr
ap
a 
ai
re
 

de
st
el
lo
.

**
*

La
 v
en
ti
la
ci
ón
 e
s 
pa
ra
 a
ct
iv
ar
 e
l 
re
ci
cl
aj
e,
 

pa
ra
 q
ue
 e
l 
ca
rt
ón
 d
ej
e 
su
 e
st
ad
o 
de
 r
es
id
uo
. 

Se
 b
ai
la
 c
on
 é
l 
pa
ra
 p
re
pa
ra
rl
o 
pa
ra
 l
a 

pe
rc
us
ió
n.
 E
l 
pa
is
aj
e 
im
pr
es
o 
le
 e
sp
er
a 
pa
ra
 

da
rl
e 
bi
sa
gr
a.
 R
es
pi
ra
 s
u 
ai
re
 d
e 
da
nz
a 
ri
tu
al
 

pa
ra
 a
mp
li
ar
 l
a 
em
oc
ió
n 
tá
ct
il
. 
El
 d
es
te
ll
o 

ve
na
s.
 E
l 
hi
lo
 s
e 
ad
el
an
ta
, 
cr
uz
a 
pa
ra
 s
um
ar
 

cu
er
po
, 
sa
be
 d
e 
su
s 
nu
do
s 
po
r 
la
 h
ab
il
id
ad
 

de
lx
 c
ar
to
ne
rx
 d
an
za
nt
e.
 S
ab
e 
de
 s
us
 p
ol
ít
ic
as
 

po
r 
su
 t
ra
ns
fo
rm
ac
ió
n,
 p
or
 l
as
 c
ur
va
s 
qu
e 
de
ja
 

en
 e
l 
am
bi
en
te
.
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nc

e e
ar

ly
 d

ay
s i

n 
Bl

oo
m

in
gt

on
, I

nd
ia

na
, I

 h
av

e b
ee

n 
he

lp
in

g 
w

ith
 th

e a
dm

in
ist

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
op

er
at

io
ns

 o
f c

ar
to

ne
ra

 ta
lle

re
s, 

an
d 

I a
m

 so
 g

ra
te

fu
l f

or
 R

ya
n,

 R
aq

ue
l, 

M
ar

y 
H

op
e, 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
 w

ho
 

ha
ve

 ca
rr

ie
d 

th
is 

fo
rw

ar
d.

..Th
e C

ar
to

ne
ra

 C
ol

le
ct

iv
e f

ee
ls 

lik
e a

 b
ig

 
M

ar
y 

H
op

e h
ug

 - 
w

ar
m

, w
elc

om
in

g,
 fu

ll 
of

 b
ig

 lo
ve

 fo
r e

ve
ry

on
e. 

It 
is 

on
e o

f m
y 

fa
vo

rit
e s

pa
ce

s t
o 

re
la

x.
 W

e w
or

k,
 b

ut
 m

os
tly

 w
e 

re
la

x.
..W

e’r
e a

 co
m

m
un

ity
 th

at
 ca

re
s a

bo
ut

 th
ou

gh
t, 

la
ng

ua
ge

, 
an

d 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

...
Ca

rt
on

er
a C

ol
le

ct
iv

e i
s a

n 
op

en
in

g 
in

 m
ys

elf
 th

at
 

gr
ow

s w
ar

m
er

, b
rig

ht
er

, a
nd

 m
or

e c
on

ne
ct

ed
 to

 th
e c

ity
 an

d 
to

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e C
ol

le
ct

iv
e’s

 m
ed

ia
: t

he
 v

er
se

s, 
th

e p
ag

es
, t

he
 

th
re

ad
s, 

th
e h

an
ds

, t
he

 h
ea

rt
s, 

an
d 

th
e c

ar
db

oa
rd

. 

—
M

ag
gi

e 
M

es
se

rs
ch

m
id

t, 
CC

 m
em

be
r

M
y 

sto
ry

 w
ith

 C
ar

db
oa

rd
 H

ou
se

 P
re

ss
 b

eg
in

s w
ith

 R
ya

n,
 M

ag
gi

e 
an

d 
G

ia
nc

ar
lo

. I
 m

et
 al

l t
hr

ee
 o

f t
he

m
 at

 a 
po

et
ry

 ev
en

t a
nd

 
w

as
 so

on
 in

vi
te

d 
ov

er
 to

 M
ag

gi
e a

nd
 G

ia
nc

ar
lo

’s 
ho

m
e t

o 
he

lp
 

bo
ok

-b
in

d 
th

ei
r l

at
es

t p
ub

lic
at

io
ns

...
O

n 
th

ei
r k

itc
he

n 
ta

bl
e, 

pa
ge

s, 
ca

rd
bo

ar
d,

 h
ue

so
s (

bo
ne

s)
, g

lu
e, 

ne
ed

le
s a

nd
 th

re
ad

 w
er

e 
sp

re
ad

 ac
ro

ss
 th

e s
ur

fa
ce

 as
 R

ya
n 

an
d 

G
ia

nc
ar

lo
 st

oo
d 

ex
am

in
in

g 
th

e m
at

er
ia

ls 
pr

ep
ar

in
g 

to
 in

str
uc

t m
e o

n 
w

ha
t t

o 
do

. I
 b

eli
ev

e 
th

ey
 st

ar
te

d 
m

e w
ith

 fo
ld

in
g 

pa
ge

s w
ith

 th
e h

ue
so

s a
s R

ya
n 

an
d 

G
ia

nc
ar

lo
 cu

t l
ar

ge
 p

ie
ce

s o
f c

ar
db

oa
rd

 in
to

 sm
al

l s
ec

tio
ns

 w
ith

 
sc

iss
or

s, 
th

en
 u

se
d 

a p
ap

er
 cu

tte
r t

o 
cr

ea
te

 ev
en

 sm
al

le
r s

ec
tio

ns
 

fo
r c

ov
er

s. 
Ea

ch
 o

f u
s f

ou
nd

 o
ur

 o
w

n 
sp

ot
 at

 th
e t

ab
le

 an
d 

go
t 

to
 w

or
k.

 G
ia

nc
ar

lo
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

w
hi

sk
ey

 an
d 

M
ag

gi
e p

op
pe

d 
in

 a 
fro

ze
n 

pi
zz

a a
nd

 jo
in

ed
 in

 th
e f

ol
di

ng
! O

fte
n,

 M
ag

gi
e w

ou
ld

 b
rin

g 
fu

n 
an

d 
pl

ay
fu

l c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
to

 th
e t

ab
le

 (s
om

et
im

es
 fr

us
tr

at
in

g 
G

ia
nc

ar
lo

’s 
m

et
ic

ul
ou

s a
tte

nt
io

n 
to

 th
e b

oo
k-

bi
nd

in
g 

ha
ah

!).
 W

ith
 

m
us

ic
 p

la
yi

ng
 in

 th
e b

ac
kg

ro
un

d,
 w

e w
ou

ld
 g

o 
fo

r h
ou

rs
! I

 fo
un

d 
m

ys
elf

 in
 a 

bi
lin

gu
al

 sp
ac

e o
f m

ak
in

g,
 o

f p
oe

tr
y, 

of
 fr

ie
nd

sh
ip

, 
of

 m
us

ic
 an

d 
of

 la
ug

ht
er

. I
 fe

lt 
ho

m
e..

.M
y 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e w
ith

 th
e 

Ca
rt

on
er

a C
ol

le
ct

iv
e h

as
 fe

lt 
lik

e a
 cr

ea
tiv

e r
itu

al
, a

 co
m

m
un

ity
 

(fa
m

ily
), 

an
d 

a r
ec

on
ne

ct
io

n 
to

 m
y 

la
ng

ua
ge

 an
d 

lat
in

x 
lit

er
ar

y 
he

rit
ag

e/
le

ga
cy

.

—
Ra

qu
el

 D
en

is
, C

C 
m

em
be

r
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**
*

Tr
op
ic
al
 m
us
ic
 g
iv
es
 

wa
y 
to
 s
il
en
ce
 i
n 
th
e 

wo
rk
sh
op
, 
el
li
ps
is
 i
nt
o 

br
us
hi
ng
 a
ga
in
st
 t
he
 

ed
ge
s 
of
 p
ag
es
. 
Sh
ee
ts
 

ha
ng
 f
ro
m 
th
re
ad
, 
th
ey
 

sw
in
g 
li
ke
 a
 p
en
du
lu
m 

as
 t
ho
ug
h 
th
ey
 w
er
e 

co
un
ti
ng
 o
ut
 t
he
 

me
as
ur
e 
of
 t
he
ir
 w
or
th
. 

**
*

An
 a
cc
or
di
on
 s
ol
o.
 T
he
 

ca
rt
on
er
xs
 w
or
k 
wi
th
 

ru
in
s,
 w
it
h 
cr
ac
ks
 i
n 

th
e 
fo
un
da
ti
on
.

**
*

Mú
si
ca
 t
ro
pi
ca
l 

tr
as
ci
en
de
 e
n 
si
le
nc
io
 

en
 e
l 
ta
ll
er
, 
el
ip
si
s 

tr
as
ci
en
de
 e
n 
ye
ma
s 
y 

su
s 
ro
ce
s 
co
n 
bo
rd
es
 

de
 p
ág
in
as
. 
Fo
li
os
 

cu
el
ga
n 
de
l 
hi
lo
, 

se
 b
al
an
ce
an
 c
om
o 

un
 p
én
du
lo
 c
om
o 
si
 

co
nt
ar
an
 l
as
 m
ed
id
as
 

de
 s
us
 v
al
or
es
. 

**
*

Un
 s
ol
o 
de
 a
co
rd
eó
n.
 

Lx
s 
ca
rt
on
er
xs
 

tr
ab
aj
an
 c
on
 r
ui
na
s,
 

so
po
rt
e.


